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The atrium of the
Ioannou Classics
Centre

The views of a Course II student:

I came up to Oxford to study Classics IIA in October 2006 with no
previous experience of studying Latin or the ancient world: I am
yet to manage to tear myself away. I was amazed when I arrived to
see just how integrated into the Classical community the Course
IT students were. Although we took different language classes and
studied fewer texts for exams, we nonetheless participated in all the
same tutorials, went to all the same lectures and (in the end) all came
out with similar levels of knowledge. Both the college tutors and
the faculty lecturers want to get the very best out of their students
and it is remarkable how much effort they put into making sure
that Course Il students catch up with their peers as soon as possible.
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Teaching and Learning

A class in
progress at the
Ioannou Classics
Centre

“Teaching at Oxford takes a variety of forms. Your time is
divided between lectures, tutorials, classes and private study. Most
of your work will be in preparation of essays for your tutorials. For
Classics I and 1II in particular, systematic reading of texts, not
necessarily aimed at any specific tutorial, also requires a
considerable input of time and effort.”

The Radcliffe Camera, part of
the Bodleian Library
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The Cast Gallery provides a great space for practical teaching

Comments from students at Oxford:

“My time is divided between lectures, language classes and
tutorials, and I really enjoy the variety of my daily routine.
Tutorials are a unique opportunity for me to discuss my
essays with experts in their field. As a CML student, many of
my tutorials are one-to-one — I really enjoy the fact that each
session is completely tailored to my own studies and interests!”

“However busy my studies get, I have always been able to
pursue a host of my other interests. I make time to improve my
extra-curricular skills, be it on the hockey pitch, in one of my
college choirs, or as part of one of the many university societies.”

“Studying Classics at Oxford is intellectually stimulating,
challenging and most of all, incredibly rewarding. With
weekly language classes, tutorials and lectures, there is plenty to
keep you busy — but the workload has never prevented me from
enjoying myself and getting involved in extra-curricular activities. “
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The Application Process
Stage 1: UCAS forms due in by 15th October.

Stage 2: submission of written work. Criteria vary, so check
requirements on an annual basis.

Stage 3: written tests. All candidates for Classics I and II will be
required to sit written tests. These are designed to test linguistic
competence by translation from the ancient language into English,
or (for Course II) testing linguistic skills by other means. Transla-
tion into the ancient language is not expected. Each written test will
normally last one hour. The use of dictionaries willnot be permitted.

Tests for the different courses will be as follows:
*IA: A-Level standard test in Latin and A-Level standard
test in Greek
* IB: A-Level standard test in Latin
*IC: A-Level standard test inGreek
*IIA and IIB: All Course II candidates take a Language
Aptitude Test.

For Classics and English all candidates are required to sit the
ELAT.

Stage 4: interview. The interviews take place in mid-December,
and the majority of Classics applicants are interviewed.

“My advice for anyone applying to Oxford would be to remem-
ber that tutors are just looking for potential to succeed, ability to
cope with the hectic timetable here and genuine enthusiasm for
your subject. It is an amazing place to be a student and although
it is tough, it is also so much fun and I wouldn’t change it for the
world!”
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Preparing for the interview

We recommend that you:

* think about the obvious questions that are often asked at the
beginning of an interview to help you settle down, and think how
you might answer them. Think specifically about why you want to
study at Oxford and why have you chosen this particular subject.

* read widely around your chosen subject, including newspaper
articles, websites, journals, magazines and other publications that
relate to your subject.

* take a critical view of ideas and arguments that you encounter
at school or college, or in the media — think about all sides of any
debate.

* be prepared to show some background knowledge of the
subject. For example, you may be asked what role your
subject plays in society. For these subjects, the topics for
discussion are likely to allow you to demonstrate the skills
needed by an undergraduate: the ability to use information to
construct your own opinions, the willingness and ability to analyse
and, in the sciences and mathematics, facility in problem-solving.

* re-read any written work that you have submitted, and think
about how you might expand on what you wrote.

* re-read your personal statement and remind yourself of the
selection criteria for your chosen subject.

* organise a practice interview for yourself. This could be with
a teacher or someone else who is familiar with your subject, but
preferably not someone you know very well. This will help you
to get some more experience of talking about yourself and your
work in an unfamiliar environment.
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What Classicists go on to do

Classicists are well-known for having a broad range of skills,
making them highly employable.

Examples of professions which attract Classicists include:

Accountancy Management Consultancy
Teaching Law

Librarianship Media

Academia Publishing

Civil Service Social Work

Museums Work Archive Work

Archaeology Auction House work
Journalism Politics

Media Arts management

Military Theatre and Performing Arts

,, p 5 ;

The cast gallery’s fisherman - not one of the most usual
destinations for Classicists
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Visiting the Faculty of Classics

The Faculty ishappy to communicate with anyone whoisinterested
in finding out more about the courses on offer at Oxford. The main
reception will be able to direct you to the right person: 01865 288372.

Oxford and Cambridge Universities hold ajoint Classics Open Day
onceayear. It willbe at Oxfordin2011,2013, 2015, 2017 etc. Formore
information about dates and booking, see either university website:
www.classics.ox.ac.uk
www.classics.cam.ac.uk

The university runs a series of Open Days in which Classics also
participates. These are in late June / early July, and September.
They provide an opportunity to look around the whole university,
including colleges, attend sample lectures, speak to staff and
students and generally get a feel for the univeristy and city. For
more information please get in touch with the Faculty directly.

There is also a central admissions centre which will be able to help
with general enquiries. Their website:

http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/admissions_i/index.html,

or visit in person at 55 Little Clarendon Street.

“On a practical level, Classics and Modern Languages can open a
number of doors for you. Classics is an extremely well-regarded
discipline which offers transferable skills of analysis,
self-expression and academic argument, and this is further
amplified by the practical knowledge of a modern
language. Some common destinations for CML graduates
include the Civil Service, law conversion courses, the EU and
further academic study, but this list is by no means exhaustive.”
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Frequently asked questions

Can I apply to multiple courses?

No, in any one year you can only apply to one course.
Can I apply to both Oxford and Cambridge?

No, not unless you are applying for an organ scholarship.
Which colleges offer the different courses?

You will need to check the main university prospectus on an
annual basis.

Is it preferable to attend a summer school before you apply?

Students with offers for Classics II will normally attend a
summer school in preparation for their intensive
language learning at Oxford. Students with existing language
qualifications will benefit from attending the summer schools
in terms of their own development, but it is not necessary.

Does it matter if I apply with qualfications other than
A-Levels?

No. The university has systems in place to consider a range of
qualifications from across the world. If you are worried about
your particular case, please contact the Admissions Officer.

What written work is required?

As part of your application you will be required to submit two
essays or commentaries. Normally these will be in areas relevant
to Classics. They should preferably not be short, timed essays or
exercises answering questions on a short passage of text.
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Is study abroad part of the course?

For Classics and Modern Foreign Languages there is the

option of a year abroad (on either the 4-year or 5-year version),
and some Oriental Studies students can also go abroad. CAAH
students will engage in a fieldwork or museum project which
may take them abroad. Students will often travel for other short
courses or holidays in places with Classical links, but this is not a
formal part of any course.

What reading should I do before interview?

Read what is of interest to you. This might be ancient plays, or
novels inspired by Classics, or popular history books. The
students who come to Oxford are passionate about their subject
and go the extra mile to find out about it and demonstrate that
passion. Personal interest, independent study capbility and
enthusiasm are the key elements an interviewer will look for.

I would like to study Classics and Modern Languages, but I
don’t know whether to choose the 3+1-year or 4+1-year version
of the course. What is the difference?

In the 3+1-year version, you study both one ancient and one
modern language throughout the three years in Oxford (1 year
abroad). In the 4+1-year version, you spend the first five terms
studying for Classics Mods, and only after that do you add in
your Modern Language.



The Stelios Ioannou Centre for Research in Classical and Byzantine
Studies, 66 St Giles, Oxford, OX1 3LU

Tel: 01865 288372

Thank you to the Ashmolean Museum Cast Gallery, the Bodleian
Library and individual contributors for permission to use images.



